only hope in friendship with Yugoslavia, whereas the army
regarded Yugoslavia, which had acquired a large slice of
Macedonia from Bulgaria, as a deadly enemy, and the
Macedonian Revolutionaries, who were fanatically anti-
Yugoslav, thought like the army, and so did a large number of
unemployed ex-officers who had been thrown out of a job
through the abolition of conscription at the dictation of the
victor powers. So they got together and murdered Stambulisky,
I believe in a very painful way, and his body has not yet been
found, and a university professor, Tzankoff, used the
Macedonian revolutionaries and the army to terrorize the
peasant population into submission, at the cost of two or three
thousand dead Bulgars.

Together, amid loud acclamations, they restored parlia-
mentary government to Bulgaria. That was in 1923 and 1924.
Ten years later the wheel had turned full circle. The same
retired officer who planned the murder of Stambulisky, one
Colonel Damian VeltchefF, led the raid on Boris's Palace and
forced the king to suppress Parliament and parties, his own gift
to Bulgaria ten years before. The army had in the meantime
come round to the view of Stambulisky, now unfortunately
beyond a glorious political resurrection, that Bulgaria must
become reconciled with Yugoslavia, and thus make one gap in
the ring of enemies about her, or she looked like disappearing
altogether.

On account of this change, the Macedonian revolutionaries,
working for a Macedonia either independent or under Bulgarian
rule, came to hate the army, and in order to discredit it framed
a charge of espionage in the Yugoslav interest against an
army officer, whom they kidnapped and tortured. Thus the
first thing the officers did, when they made Boris prisoner, was
to suppress the Macedonians who had for years been shooting
politicians distasteful to them in the streets of Sofia. The
officers did this just in the nick of time, for Alexander of Yugo-
slavia was killed by Vlada the Chauffeur five months later, the
last kick of the Macedonians for the time being, and if the
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